
Central Rappahannock Regional Library 
True Crime Book Group 

 
Join via Google Meet 
https://meet.google.com/bce-cteb-bqt 
Or by phone (US) 1-316-536-0208, PIN: 105 940 669# 
2nd Thursdays, 6:30 - 7:30  
The True Crime Book Group is a bit different from traditional book groups. Rather than read just one 
title, we focus on one case at a time. 
You can read, watch, and listen to as many or as few items on this list as you would like. If you have 
favorite podcasts, shows, or authors, you can check those sources to see if they have covered the 
case for the month.  
 

September Case: Prohibition 
Resources for the Book Group Meeting 

Read 
●​ Teetotalers and Saloon Smashers by Worth, Richard 
●​ Bootleg by Blumenthal, Karen 
●​ A Look at the Eighteenth and Twenty-first Amendments by Graham, Amy 
●​ Prohibition in Washington, D.C.: How Dry We Weren't by Peck, Garrett  
●​ Moonshiners and Prohibitionists: The Battle Over Alcohol in Southern Appalachia by Stewart, 

Bruce E. (EBSCOhost) 
●​ Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition by Okrent, Daniel 
●​ Lawless: A Novel Based on a True Story by Bondurant, Matt (Originally published as The 

Wettest County in the World ) 
●​ Al Capone's Beer Wars by Binder, John J.  
●​ Driving With the Devil: Southern Moonshine, Detroit Wheels, and the Birth of NASCAR by 

Thompson, Neal 
●​ Spirits of Just Men: Mountaineers, Liquor Bosses, and Lawmen in the Moonshine Capital of 

the World by Thompson, Charles D., Jr. 
Watch 

●​ Prohibition (TV miniseries)  (Kanopy) 
●​ Boardwalk Empire (Fiction, TV series) 

Listen 
●​ Tales of the Bourbon King by Bob Batchelor 
●​ Remus: The Mad Bootleg King by Karen Abbott, Remus: The Mad Bootleg King podcast  

 
October Case: Murder Ballads 

Resources for the Book Group Meeting 
Read 

●​ In the Pines: 5 Murder Ballads by Kriek, Erik 
●​ Murder of Maria Marten - JSTOR 
●​ Tales of the Bard from Saugerties by Wagner, Grace - The New York Historical 
●​ Murder Ballads by Katy Horan - Hoopla (ebook , eaudiobook) 
●​ “The Murder Ballad Was the Original True Crime Podcast” by Amable, Jody - JSTOR Daily 
●​ “Appalachian Murder Ballads: An Overview” - WKNC 88.1 
●​ “Killer Songs: The 10 Creepiest Country Murder Ballads” by Crowell, Chelsea - Rolling Stone 
●​ The Rose & the Briar: Death, Love and Liberty in the American Ballad ed. Wilentz, Sean and 

Greil Marcus 

https://meet.google.com/bce-cteb-bqt
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C577662
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C586763
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C577111
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C592359
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C592894
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C537759
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C606945
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C510808
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C510808
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C796742
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C465307
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C623839
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C598825
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C828404
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=Boardwalk%20Empire%20(Television%20Program)&searchType=title
https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/bourbonking?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1223627052852355817&utm_source=web&utm_campaign=web-share&utm_medium=sharing&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXLy7IL8lMq0zMS87IL9ItT03SSywo0MvJzMvWT9X3CfBxDU9Kc8%2BtSgIAcDImgjAAAAA%3D
https://open.spotify.com/show/03FVtboMSpbjmm3mWFwSlH
https://wickedhistory.substack.com/p/17389184_remus-the-mad-bootleg-king-newsletter
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C791024
https://www.jstor.org/stable/community.30560292?seq=1
https://www.nyhistory.org/blogs/tales-of-the-bard-from-saugerties-
https://www.hoopladigital.com/ebook/murder-ballads-katy-horan/17657385
https://www.hoopladigital.com/audiobook/murder-ballads-katy-horan/18030762
https://daily.jstor.org/the-murder-ballad-was-the-original-true-crime-podcast/
https://wknc.org/2024/01/20/appalachian-murder-ballads-an-overview/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-lists/killer-songs-the-10-creepiest-country-murder-ballads-151986/
https://books.google.com/books?id=9z0vJTHfoCAC&lpg=PA38&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false


Central Rappahannock Regional Library 
True Crime Book Group 

 
Watch 

●​ The Murder in the Red Barn (1936) - YouTube 
●​ “The Tragic Case of Maria Marten and the Red Barn Murder” - Well, I Never, YouTube 

Listen  
●​ "9 Murder Ballads that Slay" by Frost, Caroline - Crime Reads  
●​ Tom Dooley - The Kingston Trio 
●​ Down in the Willow Garden - The Everly Brothers 
●​ Pretty Polly - Vandaveer 
●​ Little Sadie - Crooked Still 
●​ Twa Corbies - Steeleye Span 
●​ Poor Murdered Woman - Shirley Collins & The Albion Band 
●​ The Murder of Maria Marten - Shirley Collins & The Albion Band / The Murder in the Red Barn 
●​ Naomi Wise /  Omie Wise - Doc Watson 
●​ The Two Sisters / Cruel Sister - Pentangle 

 
November Case: Chicago’s Murderess Row 

Resources for the Book Group Meeting 
Read 

●​ The Girls of Murder City by Perry, Douglas 
●​ Ugly Prey by Lucchesi, Emilie Le Beau 
●​ He Had It Coming by Rumore, Kori - Hoopla (ebook) 
●​ “The Girls of Murder City” by Otis, Ginger Adams - New York Post 
●​ “Chicago’s Murderess Row in 1924 — and all that jazz” by Mather, Marianne - Chicago 

Tribune 
●​ “Musical Theatre and Law: Chicago, The Musical” by Gonzalez, Geraldine Davila - Library of 

Congress 
●​ “Murderess Row: Selling Morals to 1920s America” by Goldsmith, Rachel 
●​ “‘Chicago’: The Real Women of “Murderess Row” and the Woman Who Told Their Story” by 

Price, Rebecca - Broadway in Cincinnati 
●​ “Maurine Dallas Watkins” - Indiana Commission for Women 

Watch 
●​ Chicago (movie, 1927) Kanopy 
●​ Chicago (movie, 2002) 
●​ Roxie Hart (movie, 1942) 
●​ “Lady Killers: The Women of Chicago's Murderess Row” - The Exploress Podcast, YouTube 

Listen  
●​ Chicago: The Musical - Kander, John 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyB53LbX9QY&pp=ygUdbWFyaWEgbWFydGVuIGFuZCB0aGUgcmVkIGJhcm4%3D
https://youtu.be/VQ3ocyLyAKE?si=dheJL-Z2_RDWUnjN
https://crimereads.com/9-murder-ballads-that-slay/
https://youtu.be/S3zdE8bliGI?si=WLxwgUVCZNlp-ZWv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xp_ivMnp0lM&pp=ygUZZG93biBpbiB0aGUgd2lsbG93IGdhcmRlbg%3D%3D
https://youtu.be/9g8BV6zrVBs?si=v6PthLQCmLnRNXrz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXGTNstM2D0&pp=ygUMbGl0dGxlIHNhZGll0gcJCbIJAYcqIYzv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhy3nlIH78Q&pp=ygULdHdhIGNvcmJpZXPSBwkJsgkBhyohjO8%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAPOKw_Iuxo&pp=ygUjc2hpcmxleSBjb2xsaW5zIHBvb3IgbXVyZGVyZWQgd29tYW4%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qaYZamBmsP8&pp=ygUmc2hpcmxleSBjb2xsaW5zIG11cmRlciBvZiBtYXJpYSBtYXJ0ZW4%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iEwU4C4TPU8&pp=ygUUb21pZSB3aXNlIGRvYyB3YXRzb24%3D
https://youtu.be/P3S2brPXjEM?si=DWlSP2spls24svee
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C569535
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/item/show/768544072
https://www.hoopladigital.com/audiobook/he-had-it-coming-kori-rumore/12464057
https://nypost.com/2010/08/08/the-girls-of-murder-city/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2023/03/09/photos-chicagos-murderess-row-in-1924-and-all-that-jazz/
https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2019/04/musical-theatre-and-law-chicago-the-musical/
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1046&context=schultz-werth
https://broadwayincincinnati.news/2017/07/11/chicago-the-real-women-of-murderess-row-and-the-woman-who-told-their-story/
https://www.in.gov/icw/files/20180327-Watkins,-Maurine-Dallas.pdf
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C847174
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C361999
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C417629
https://youtu.be/DPD-dQbolRg?si=Sm-CuOQa1SlAKPu4
https://librarypoint.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S72C847174

